
APPROVED 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD (EDAB) 

MEETING MINUTES 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

100 NORTH ANDREWS AVENUE 
8TH FLOOR CAFETERIA 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2011 – 3:45-5:15 P.M. 
 

 
Board Members      Attendance Present Absent 
Sheryl Dickey, Chair       P  9  2 
Christopher Denison, Vice Chair      P 10  1 
Miya Burt-Stewart       P 10  1 
Al Calloway        P 10  1 
Cary Goldberg       A  8  2 
Jason Hughes      P 11  0 
George Mihaiu       P  8  3 
Cort Neimark      A  9  2 
Ralph Riehl        P  9  2 
Adam Sanders (3:59)      P  8  3 
 
At this time, there are 10 appointed members to the Board, which means 6 would 
constitute a quorum. 
 
Staff 
Karen Reese, Acting Liaison, Department of Sustainable Development 
Patricia Smith, Secretary III, Department of Sustainable Development 
Laura Gambino, Business Development Coordinator 
Barbara Hartmann, Recording Secretary, Prototype, Inc. 
 
Communications to City Commission 
 
None. 
 
I. Call to Order & Introductions 
 
Vice Chair Dickey called the meeting to order at 3:53 p.m. and read the Board’s 
purpose statement. Roll was called and it was noted a quorum was present. 
 
II. Approval of October 12, 2011 Minutes 
 
Motion made by Mr. Denison, seconded by Mr. Mihaiu, to approve the minutes 
of the October 12, 2011 meeting. In a voice vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
III. Election of Officers 
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Vice Chair Dickey explained that former Chair Dev Motwani has resigned from 
the Board. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Mihaiu, seconded by Mr. Calloway, to nominate Vice Chair 
Dickey to become Chair. In a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Mihaiu, seconded by Mr. Riehl, to nominate Mr. Denison for 
Vice Chair. In a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Sanders arrived at 3:59 p.m. 
 
IV. Presentation of New Draft Economic Development PowerPoint 
 
Ms. Reese explained that the PowerPoint presentation is a work in progress that 
was assembled to represent several different areas in the City and County. It was 
put together by the Public Information Office and has been reviewed by the City 
Manager and the Deputy Director of the Department of Sustainable 
Development. She encouraged the Board members to make suggestions, which 
will be taken back to the Public Information Office.  
 
She played the presentation for the Board at this time, stating that copies could 
be emailed to them as well. The members discussed potential changes to the 
presentation, including the possibility that students from the Fort Lauderdale Art 
Institute might be willing to collaborate on creating a presentation for class credit. 
It was agreed that some photographs might be replaced, a voice-over could be 
added, and the photos should include more people and could feature the area’s 
universities as well. Mr. Hughes suggested a video could be made available on 
YouTube. 
 
Ms. Reese said she would take the Board’s recommendations back to the Public 
Information Office as well as the Department of Sustainable Development for 
further discussion. She noted that other advisory bodies would see the 
presentation as well and would have additional comments to offer. She thanked 
the Board members for their input, and concluded that she would bring the 
revised presentation back to the Board. 
 
V. Old / New Business 
 
Mr. Riehl recalled that the Board had agreed some time ago to meet at 3:45 p.m. 
rather than 4 p.m. He proposed that they consider meeting at 4 p.m. again. Chair 
Dickey noted that the Board’s meetings had often run over in the past, and 
meeting at a slightly earlier time allowed them to conclude meetings by 5:15 p.m. 
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Motion made by Mr. Riehl to change [the meeting time] to four o’clock. The 
motion died for lack of second. 
 
Vice Chair Denison commented that some of the presentations made to the 
Board have run long, and meeting at 3:45 allows for extra time to conduct 
business. 
 
Mr. Riehl also noted that the Board had asked to see a master plan for the South 
Andrews Avenue area. Mr. Calloway advised that a meeting is being organized 
to discuss the economic development of the area from Southwest 5 Street to the 
17 Street Causeway. He stated he would like to know what the City is planning 
for this area, and if any plans might be brought before the Board. 
 
Chair Dickey recalled that a master plan for the area had been presented to the 
Broward Workshop’s Urban Core Committee some months ago. Ms. Reese said 
she would reach out to a member of Planning and Zoning Staff to address this 
plan at the next Board meeting. 
 
Vice Chair Denison asked if representatives of the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) might return to make another presentation to the Board. 
Chair Dickey said there had been a request that the Broward Metropolitan 
Planning Organization to make a presentation, but no one had been available for 
the November meeting. They would pursue this possibility for an upcoming 
meeting. 
 
Chair Dickey continued that presentations by applicants to the Business Capital 
Improvement Program (BCIP) would be made at the December meeting. She 
asked that information on the applications be made available to Board members 
in advance of that meeting so they could be prepared. 
 
Ms. Burt-Stewart stated that based on previous discussions, she felt there should 
be communication on how the applications should be handled before the Board 
is asked to vote on them. Chair Dickey noted that the applicants would expect a 
vote at the December meeting unless they were otherwise notified. Ms. Reese 
advised that there were fewer applications in this year’s cycle, which could mean 
there was less cause for concern. 
 
Chair Dickey recalled that the Board had been asked to give direction on how 
they might vote on the applications, such as whether they felt comfortable 
discussing applications and voting at the same meeting when presentations are 
made. She asked if the applications must be presented to the City Commission in 
January 2012. Ms. Reese said she would look into the deadline. 
 
Mr. Riehl observed that written material on the applications is usually provided to 
the members prior to the BCIP presentations in December. Chair Dickey 
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encouraged the Board members to reach out to Mr. Barnes with any questions 
they might have about the applications before the presentations are made, as 
this could help them feel more comfortable with voting on the applications at the 
December meeting. She requested that the information packets be sent to them 
two weeks prior to the meeting so the members would be more familiar with the 
applications. 
 
Mr. Riehl asked that there be a future agenda item regarding the issue of 
homelessness in Fort Lauderdale. Chair Dickey stated she felt this issue should 
be addressed by the Community Services Board (CSB), as it is more closely 
related to social services than the EDAB’s purpose. Recommendations could 
then be made by the CSB regarding how they felt the business community could 
assist them in addressing the issue. 
 
Mr. Calloway said while he agreed that this was not part of the Board’s purpose, 
he has noticed the effect that homelessness has on the City’s economic viability. 
Chair Dickey reiterated that the Community Services Board should “lead the 
charge” and the Economic Development Advisory Board could assist where 
possible. She added that the City should advise the Board of what steps they are 
taking to address the issue. 
 
Mr. Riehl asserted that the problem of homelessness greatly affects the City’s 
economy. Mr. Calloway proposed that they might also hear from a clinician or 
professor who might be able to better explain behavioral issues and solutions 
regarding homelessness. Chair Dickey stated that the EDAB did not know what 
the Community Services Board might have done to address the issue, or might 
have been asked to do by the City. 
 
Vice Chair Denison noted that a task force has been formed to address 
homelessness in the City, and suggested that the EDAB ask someone from this 
organization to bring them up to date on what the City has done thus far. Chair 
Dickey said a member of this group could be asked to give the Board this 
information. She pointed out that the Community Services Board and the task 
force were also appointed by the City Commission, and it would be best for the 
EDAB to know what they are doing before taking a position on the issue. She 
suggested that this could be an agenda item for the January 2012 meeting along 
with the South Andrews Avenue initiative, as the BCIP applications will be 
presented in December. 
 
Mr. Mihaiu recalled a discussion at a previous meeting regarding funds for 
affordable housing granted to low-income housing developers in the Northwest 
CRA, and asked if this is considered an economic development issue. Chair 
Dickey agreed that it is. Mr. Mihaiu asked how the funds were dispersed to the 
developer without either the neighborhood’s or the EDAB’s knowledge. Chair 
Dickey explained that several different entities throughout the City have their own 
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advisory bodies, including the CRA, and reiterated that this is another reason it is 
best to specify what issues fall under the EDAB’s purview. She stated that this 
issue, like the City’s homelessness problem, may be best addressed by another 
advisory body. 
 
Vice Chair Denison cited a rental development that is underway on the northwest 
corner of New River and Andrews Avenue, noting that this development is getting 
very positive feedback from the City. He suggested they be invited to make a 
presentation at a later meeting. Mr. Mihaiu added that he would like to know 
more about how jobs are brought to the City, possibly including a report from 
Business F1rst.  
 

 Communications to City Commission  
 
None. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the 
meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 
[Minutes prepared by K. McGuire, Prototype, Inc.] 


